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they had left there about nine o'clock the pre-
ceding evening. "The command was again
mounted, and started in pursuit; but with some
nine hours the start of us, it was impossible to
overtake them. Their tracks indicated that
they had divided into small squads, taking as
many different roads. We scoured the country
for some twenty miles in Missouri, and failing
to find them, returned".

Prom that time to the evening of November
seventh there was comparative quiet, although
"the number of strangers constantly passing
and attempting to pass through the county"
gave rise to the fear that "Southern fugitives"
would concentrate "somewhere near the border,
and make another raid for pillage and murder.''

On November 7th six persons entered the
county from the east, traveling in pairs. Two
of them stopped at a house and "in a rude,
boisterous manner demanded something to
eat". On the refusal of the lady of the house
"to get dinner for them, they helped themselves
to what they could find in the cupboard, and
left.'' They went to another house and put up
for the night. Three men of the neighborhood
determined to arrest them and went to the
house where they were staying. In the strug-
gle that followed one member of the arresting
party was killed and one wounded, while one
of the strangers was injured but managed to